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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This is in response to communication filed on December 28, 2001 . Claims 1-1 1 are 
pending in the application. 



2. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the recitation of 
"portable" host device (claim 1 1, line 2) is redundant and the second reference to "portable" 
should be deleted from the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kamepalli 
(USPN 6,647,434). 

As per claims 1 and 7-10, Kamepalli discloses an electronic system, comprising: a 
portable host device (fig. 1; col. 1, lines 18-21) having a connector (connector 118; col. 3, lines 
1 1-13); and an expansion module (e.g. multifunction device) adapted for quick-connect 
engagement in and disengagement from the portable device via the connector (118; col. 3, lines 



Claim Objections 



\ 



11-13), comprising: a series of one or more peripheral devices adapted to serve different classes 
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of functions (fig. 2, e.g. multifunction device 121 or other multifunction devices; col. 3, lines 41 
et seq.); a non- volatile memory for storing information that pertains to configuring the different 
functions in the module (e.g. fig. 3, col. 3, lines 45 et seq. and col. 5, lines 22 et seq.); a re- 
configurable unit (computer system) adapted to establish connections, implement functional 
portions, and control the system components (e.g. col. 4, lines 32 et seq.); a control device (e.g. 
control logic 207) adapted, in cooperation with the host device, to control re-configuring 
operations within the system upon connection of the module with the host device (col. 4, lines 35 
et seq.); and a software algorithm (e.g. BIOS routine or other routine) adapted to instruct the 
system to re-configure itself with respect to functionality (e.g. col. 4, lines 41 et seq. and col. 6, 
lines 10-41). 

As per claim 2, Kamepalli discloses a method of reconfiguring the functionality of a 
portable electronic device, comprising: connecting an expansion module to the portable 
electronic device (e.g. col. 3, lines 1 1 et seq.); reading applications resident on the portable 
electronic device (col. 5, lines 5 et seq.); upon receiving a request to activate a new function to 
be provided by the portable electronic device (e.g. col. 6, lines 10-41), automatically 
reconfiguring the expansion module to provide the new function requested (e.g. col. 6, lines 10- 
41). 

As per claim 3, "wherein the step of automatically reconfiguring 
comprises verifying that the request is consistent with the functions that are 
capable of being provided by the expansion module" is within the teachings of Kamepalli (see 
col. 3, line 65 - col. 4, line 19). 
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As per claims 4 and 6, "wherein the step of automatically reconfiguring 
comprises selecting components within the expansion module to perform the new 
function requested, and deselecting components within the expansion module that 
are not needed to perform the function requested" is within the teachings of Kamepalli (see col. 
4, lines 20-46). 

As per claim 5, the method of claim 2, further comprising signaling completion of the 
reconfiguring (e.g. col. 5, line 65-col. 6, line 1 1). 

As per claim 11, Kamepalli discloses an expansion module (multifunction device) 
adapted for quick-connect engagement in and disengagement from a portable electronic host 
device (fig. 1; col. 1, lines 18-21), comprising: a series of one or more peripheral devices adapted 
to serve different classes of functions (fig. 2, e.g. multifunction device 121 or other multifunction 
devices; col. 3, lines 41 et seq.); a non-volatile memory for storing information that pertains to 
configuring the different functions in the module (e.g. fig. 3, col. 3, lines 45 et seq. and col. 5, 
lines 22 et seq.); a re-configurable unit adapted to establish connections, implement functional 
portions, and control the components within the module (col. 4, lines 35 et seq.); a control 
device adapted, in cooperation with the host device, to control re-configuring operations upon 
connection of the module with the host device (col. 4, lines 35 et seq.); and a software algorithm 
adapted to instruct the host device and the module to re-configure itself with respect to 
functionality (e.g. col. 4, lines 41 et seq. and col. 6, lines 10-41). 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See attached Form PTO-892. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to XUAN M. THAI whose telephone number is 703-308-2064. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on 703-305-4815. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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